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This is first edition of the EWG newsletter in 2012.   
 

We welcome your contributions. Remember to share your resources and reports with others in 
the EWG. Please send contributions for the next E-News to the co-editor Lorraine Mirham - 
lmirham@hotmail.com by February 1

st
 2012. 
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WILPF’s new International Programme 
 

Following our 30
th
 Congress in Costa Rica in July 2011, the new International Programme was 

agreed and the EWG worked with delegates and the Secretary General to ensure a stronger 
voice for environmental sustainability was included in the programme. The importance of 
environment cannot be underestimated and WILPF‟s core message is summarised below but we 
urge you to read the full programme where environmental matters are woven to strengthen 
WILPF‟s position on the root causes of war, conflict and injustice. 
 

 
 “WILPF also highlights how human security is interlinked with environmental 
sustainability. By redefining the concept and shift focus from the traditional perception of 
security to human security, the perspective can be broadened to include the threats of 
conflicts related to exploitation of natural resources. The quest to control natural 
resources is an underlying cause for conflict. Domestic and international conflict over 
resources is increasingly becoming more common. For some time we have been able to 
see a rapidly increasing trend of global instability caused by lack of a sustainable 
relationship to the environment. This pattern can be traced in many conflicts where 
access to natural resources such as oil, water, and food, is an underlying cause. The 
unequal access and distribution of natural resources is also something that particularly 
affects women. Therefore, WILPF considers it necessary and important to include 
environmental sustainability also as key in the concept of human security, and to embed 
environmental and ecological aspects in our work on women, peace, and security.” 
 

From WILPF International Programme 2011 – 2015 

Si desea una traducción de este e-noticias - por favor seleccione 
todos y utilizar esta herramienta http://translate.google.com/#   
 
Si vous souhaitez une traduction de cet e-nouvelles - s'il vous 
plaît sélectionner tous et l'utilisation de cet outil 
http://translate.google.com/#    
 
If you would like a translation of this e-news – please „select 
all„and use this tool http://translate.google.com/#     

 
 

mailto:lmirham@hotmail.com
http://translate.google.com/
http://translate.google.com/
http://translate.google.com/


Uranium Weapons 
 
ICAN - All Sections are urged, if you are not already involved, to work with the 
International Coalition to Ban Uranium Weapons – this page on their website will tell you 
if your Section is listed. http://www.bandepleteduranium.org/en/index.html WILPF 
internationally is of course.  See also in Resources, below. 
 
World Health Organisation and International Atomic Energy Agency 
 
WILPF wrote on 10 January 2012 
 
We write to express our concerns as to the nature of the relationship between WHO and 
the IAEA and the impact that certain interpretations as to the language of the agreement 
have on the protection of human rights, in particular as they relate to the right to health 
and non discrimination. To that end we are calling on the delegates of the board to 
request a revision of the agreement between the World Health Organisation (WHO) and 
the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). The agreement we refer to is the WHA 
12-40 Agreement of 1959 between World Health Organisation (WHO)and Atomic Energy 
Agency (lAEA). 
 
In the context of the submission of the UN system-wide report "On the Implications of the 
accident at the Fukushima Dai-ichi nuclear power plant" to Secretary General Ban Ki-
moon on the 14th of September 2011 concern has been raised within WILPF that the 
IAEA delivered a biased report to the UN especially concerning health related issues.  
The outcome of the study could be questioned due to the perceived double mandate 
within the IAEA: to promote Nuclear safety as well as to promote the use of nuclear 
energy around the world, and their coordinating position during the study. Children in the 
Fukushima contaminated zones were in the end of 2011 attending schools in areas 
where the authorized doses amount to 20mSv/y is notably above the allowable dose for 
an adult elsewhere in the world. 
 
Since the principal objective of the IAEA is "to accelerate and enlarge the contribution of 
atomic energy to peace, health and prosperity throughout the world", there is an 
inevitable conflict of interest between the organisations when health is severely 
compromised by the use of atomic energy. The WHO/IAEA Agreement stipulates that 
(Article I,§ 3): " Whenever either organization proposes to initiate a program or activity 
on a subject in which the other organization has or may have a substantial interest, the 
first party shall consult the other with a view to adjusting the matter by mutual 
agreement". This must not be interpreted so as to compromise the independence 
ofWHO in addressing the serious health implications resulting from nuclear accidents. 
WILPF would argue that to ensure clarity there should be an amendment to that this 
sentence to the effect: "[...] the first party shall inform the other ". 
 
The Agreement also provides for the application of "certain limitations for the 
safeguarding of confidential information" (Article 3, § I). The phraseology is vague and 
could be broadly construed. Clearly to withhold information that has a direct bearing on 
the health of the population is contrary to the Constitution of WHO as reflected in 
Chapter I, Article I,a: "The attainment by all peoples of the highest possible level of 
health" and in Chapter II, Article 2. a,c: "To act as the directing and co-ordination 
authority on international health work [...] to assist in developing an informed public 
opinion among all peoples on matters of health'. WHO should not under any 

http://www.bandepleteduranium.org/en/index.html


circumstances use arguments of confidentiality as a reason to keep the population under 
informed and unable to assert their rights. This has lead to the withholding of information 
on health relevant issues, as occurred at the WHO Conference on Chernobyl, 23-27 
November 1995. 
 
Wilpf would submit that there must be a narrow margin of appreciation in interpreting this 
article with clear criteria which would ensure that there is no compromise to the 
obligations under human rights law and that this should be reflected in the agreement or 
as an addendum to the agreement. In addition, WILPF would argue that the language be 
changed to: "safeguarding of confidential information to allow for non-disclosure of only 
such information which has no bearing on health or environmental risks" 
 
Wilpf would call on the WHO to ensure that it provides: 
 

 assistance to the government of Japan so that it can openly and transparently 
address the rights of the victims of the Fukushima accident, 

 take serious action to address the situation of the one million children who are 
condemned to live in environments contaminated by radionuclides from 
Chernobyl, 

 and in overall terms fulfill its mandate to safeguard international health ensuring 
the adherence to international human rights law. 
 

In conclusion, Article 12 of the Agreement states that "This agreement shall be subject to 
revision by agreement between WHO and IAEA on the request of either party," With this 
background, WILPF calls for WHO to request a revision of the agreement at the next 
World Health Assembly (WHA) in Geneva 2 I-26 May 2012, so that WHO can fulfil its 
function and mandate to "act as the directing and coordinating authority on international 
health work"', "promote and conduct research", and "provide information, counsel and 
assistance in the field of health"', This would enable WHO to apply this in the area of 
ionizing radiation and health consequences of Chernobyl and Fukushima, and in 
particular the health effects from chronic, low dose radiation due to prolonged intake of 
contaminated air, water and food. 
 
This letter was addressed, to all members of WHO Execute Committee with copies to 
the Ministries of Health in the same countries and their missions in Geneva. Sent by 
Madeleine Rees, Secretary General, WILPF at the request of Edel Havin Beukes and 
Eva Fidjestoel from the WILPF Norwegian Section. 
 
Costs, Risk and Myths of Nuclear Power – NGO world-wide study on the 
implications of the catastrophe at the Fukushima Dai-ichi Nuclear Power Station 
 
WILPF‟s Ray Acheson, Director of WILPF‟s Reaching Critical Will project, coordinated 
and edited this report in 2011. It has some excellent contributions from WILPF Sections. 
We urge you to use the findings in your Sections to support your work on Nuclear 
Power. The Preface is written by WILPF Japan‟s Kozue Akibayashi. 
 
You can find a copy here: 
http://www.reachingcriticalwill.org/resources/publications/costs-risks-myths/report.pdf  
 
 
 

http://www.reachingcriticalwill.org/resources/publications/costs-risks-myths/report.pdf


Mineral Deposits – Afghanistan and Pakistan 
 
WILPF EWG suggests that it is important to monitor the situation regarding untapped 
minerals in Afghanistan and Pakistan. We hope to bring you more about this next edition 
but in the meantime, this is a useful article provides background about Afghanistan, for 
example http://www.scientificamerican.com/article.cfm?id=afghanistans-buried-riches   
 
Rio +20  
 
With Rio +20 about six months away, we are unsure what WILPF‟s contribution will be. 
Please let us know if your Section is planning anything. In the meantime, you can 
follow the preparations and sign up to find out more here: 
http://www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/     
 
Resources 
 
Did you know about WILPF’s Unitas/United? 
 
The first edition has been published of the WILPF Inter-American Newsletter, December 
2011 (1ra Edicion de la Revista Inter-Americana, LIMPAL, Diciembre 2011). Here is how 
they introduced the publication which has several environmental stories from WILPF 
EWG member Elizabeth Adams including Information about the Tar Sands Pipeline, 
Uranium Weapons and the South Korean Naval Base on Jeju Island. 
 
Dear Western hemisphere WILPF Sections: 
At the Triennial International Congress this summer in Costa Rica, we boldly decided to 
create a newsletter, in English and Spanish, to connect us, and to unite us. Who is „us‟? 
Represented at the table were women from Bolivia, Mexico, Costa Rica, the United 
States and Colombia. We invite our sisters in Canada, Honduras, Venezuela...indeed all 
the countries of this hemisphere to read and contribute to this exchange. 
http://wilpf.org/files/UNITAS-1.pdf  
 
Queridas seccionales de Wilpf en occidente: 
En el Congreso Trienal Internacional llevado a cabo este verano en Costa Rica, 
decidimos crear este boletin de noticias en inglés y español, para conectarnos y unirnos. 
¿Quiénes somos? En la mesa estábamos representadas mujeres de Bolivia, México, 
Costa Rica, Estados Unidos y Colombia. Invitamos a nuestras hermanas en Canadá, 
Honduras, Venezuela...Invitamos a todos los países de este hemisferio a leer y 
contribuir con este intercambio http://wilpf.org/files/UNITAS-1.pdf  
 
 
US Section – Earth Democracy 
 

Earth Democracy (previously "Save the Water")- WILPF joins the larger "right to 
water" and water justice movement, with many other local, national and international 
groups (including other WILPF sections), all working to keep water services under local 
democratic control, to stop the commoditization of water for profit, to create healthy 
communities by working to end water pollution, and to advocate that water be held in the 
public trust as a commons to be protected for people and nature for all time. 
 
Find out more and access resources here: http://www.wilpf.org/water-about    

http://www.scientificamerican.com/article.cfm?id=afghanistans-buried-riches
http://www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/
http://wilpf.org/files/UNITAS-1.pdf
http://wilpf.org/files/UNITAS-1.pdf
http://www.wilpf.org/water-about
http://www.wilpf.org/water-about


 
Military Industrial Complex 
 
Publishing on MLK Day 2012: The Military Industrial Complex at 50 is the most 
comprehensive collection available, according to Bruce Gagnan*, explaining what the 
military industrial complex (MIC) is, where it comes from, what damage it does, what 
further destruction it threatens, and what can be done and is being done to chart a 
different course. If you read it, why not tell us about it for the next EWG e-news? 
 
* Coordinator of Global Network Against Weapons & Nuclear Power in Space 
 

Other WILPF Sections’ websites  
 
You can look at other WILPF websites and access a whole range of resources and 
information – why not start here? http://www.wilpfinternational.org/world/index.htm   
 
Did you miss previous EWG E-news – each has a resources section to assist your 
work. You can catch up here: 
 
http://www.wilpfinternational.org/environment/index.htm#newsletter   
 
 
Other WILPF environment information can be found on the International Website: 
http://www.wilpfinternational.org/environment/index.htm  
 
 
PLEASE JOIN to receive your EWG e- Newsletter, ESPECIALLY IF YOUR SECTION 
IS NOT REPRESENTED! If you are already signed up you can email the group 
and/or receive the e-news, the address is: environment@wilpf.ch or you can 
contact Lorraine Mirham, below, who make sure people are added to the e-list.  
 
Please forward to your Sections. 
 
REMEMBER TO SEND YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS AND IDEAS TO: Lorraine Mirham 
or Edel Havin Beukes  lmirham@hotmail.com  or edel@beukes.net  
 
This E-News produced by Lorraine Mirham and Edel Havin Beukes 

http://davidswanson.org/mic50
http://www.wilpfinternational.org/world/index.htm
http://www.wilpfinternational.org/environment/index.htm#newsletter
http://www.wilpfinternational.org/environment/index.htm
mailto:environment@wilpf.ch
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